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» The MAILING DATE of this c mmunication appears on the c ver sheet with the correspondence address » 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above Is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 March 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-18 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 19-20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawjng(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C, §§119 and 120 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
Attachment(5) 



1) lEl Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) CH Infomnation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) n Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) n Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 3 



Application/Control Number: 09/801 ,01 1 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3629 

DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is for the application 09/80101 1 filed on 06 March 2001 . 
Examiner has considered the Preliminary Amendment received by the office on 06 
March 2001. Claims 1-18 have been cancelled. This leaves claims 19-20 for 
examination. 

Examiner recognizes that the Information on Microsoft Project attached to this 
office action is for Microsoft 2000. However, it is known to a person with ordinary skill in 
the art the Microsoft Project was readily available at the time of invention (e.g. Microsoft 
Project 98). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Microsoft Corporation in view of Lehmann et al. US Patent 5,737,727. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Microsoft computer based product Microsoft Project for 
project management. User can use Microsoft project to make project plans and manage 
the projects. 

Microsoft discloses that its Microsoft Project can be used with Windows 
Operating System. Microsoft Project allows users to link plurality of tasks in a project to 
show their dependency relationships (prerequisite). 

Microsoft Project provides Graphical User Interface (GUI) interface for the user to 
provide input for the project plan, and, based upon the input Microsoft Project displays 
results to the user over the GUI platform. Microsoft Project allows users to select from 
plurality of output formats (charts). 

User can build a project plan using Microsoft Project by adding tasks to the 
project plan, and allows user to link dependant tasks. 

Microsoft does not disclose using object oriented programming tool. However, 
Lehmann et al. discloses a process management system for operating on a computer 
includes a graphical user interface for graphically presenting a process or a portion 
thereof to a user, a work element for graphically representing a task to be performed in 
the process, a work product for graphically representing a resultant product of 
performing a task, an agent for graphically representing an actor responsible for 
performing a task, and a link for graphically connecting the work element, work product, 
and agent indicative of inter-relationships there between. A knowledge repository is 
further coupled to the computer for storing valuable information regarding the process 
(abstract). Process management system is developed using object-oriented software 
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development technology. Process management system may be written in the C++ 
programming language, and commercially available GUI class libraries Tools.h++ from 
Rogue Wave and/or StarView from Star Division may be used (col. 3, lines 11 - 16). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art to user 
object oriented tool to increase programmer productivity. 



Regarding claim 20, Microsoft discloses output results to include Gantt Charts. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1. OOP 101, an article by Steve Litt. 

2. Object Oriented Programming Intro, an article by Noah Roberts 

3. Microsoft Project for Windows 95 posted on May 30, 2000 discloses that 
Microsoft Project has been widely recognized for more that five years as a 
project management software. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naresh Vig whose telephone number is 703.305.3372. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 5:00 (Alt Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 703.308.2702. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703.305.7687 for 
regular communications and 703.305.7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703.305.3900. 




November 4, 2002 



JOHN&WEISS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



